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Mechanical treatment should not be used with an idea of overcoming the muscular 
resistance, for it cannot be entirely annulled by any mechanical device; and, 
moreover, he has in some eases seen suspension aggravate the lesion, increase the 
subsequent muscular resistance, and intensify the pain. He holds that the change 
produced by suspension is apparent rather than real, and that the increase in 
height noticed is due to the extensibility of the unaffected structures and the mo¬ 
dification of the compensatory curves. Recumbency in the prone position for a 
few moments will produce all the “separation” required to cause a diminution of 
the injurious pressure or contact of the vertebral bodies. 

The gist of the book may be gathered from a recapitulation of the advantages 
claimed for the antero-posterior support, and a statement of the objections to the 
plaster jacket. The antero-posterior support, as he uses it, he says, acts scienti¬ 
fically upon the principle of the lever with the fulcrum at the point of disease, it 
is easy of adjustment, comfortable to the patient, can be readily removed at any 
time by placing the patient in the prone condition, docs not interfere with respira¬ 
tion or transpiration, and finally is clean and light. The plaster jacket on the 
other hand is believed to be objectionable because it is heavy and dirty, it covers 
a great area of skin, is apt to cause excoriations that may not be discovered, it 
requires the patient to be suspended at every change or removal of the dressing, 
and fails in the majority of cases to accomplish the objects for which it is applied. 
He states, moreover, that it can only be of advantage in eases of disease below the 
seventh dorsal vertebra. 

The relation of some illustrative, cases and the exhibition of some wood-cuts, 
showing the apparatus recommended, completes the volume. Though the plaster 
jacket has undoubtedly been received with too extravagant praise, it possesses 
more merit than would seem apparent from a perusal of the book before us; and, 
if the porous felt and other forms of laced cuirass be considered, it must be ad¬ 
mitted that many of the disadvantages of the plaster dressing are removed without 
impairing its efficiency in properly selected cases. The book is of value because 
of its containing a good many practical suggestions, but it presents a somewhat 
one-sided view of the question. J. B. R. 


Art. XXXV .—Clinical Lectures on Diseases Peculiar to Women. By Lombe 
Atiiill, M.D., Univ. Dub., Master of the Rotunda Hospital, Dublin; Con¬ 
sulting Obstetric Surgeon of Adelaide Hospital, etc. Fifth edition, revised 
and enlarged. 12mo. pp. 342. Philadelphia: Lindsay & Blakiston, 1879. 

Few books of its size have been so generally and highly commended by criti¬ 
cal reviewers as this little work of Dr. Athill’s, now in its fifth edition In the 
ordinary sense it is not a manual, as its size would indicate ; but it is the concen¬ 
trated essence of the knowledge of one who has become wise by reason of long 
and well-digested experience in the subjects treated; having had opportunities 
such as fall to the lot of but a small proportion of the workers in our profession. 
We are not partial to the class of books ordinarily denominated manuals, which 
are apt to be little in more senses than one ; being too often compilations of an 
inferior grade. Neither are we given to praise large and comprehensive works, 
because they are such ; when all that is valuable and practical might have been 
condensed in half the space. Dr. Athill has reduced his work by making it 
simple and practical, avoiding historical and speculative matters, and confining 
his remarks to the more common maladies of women; illustrating them by refer- 
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ence to cases in his own hospital and private practice, and giving to the reader 
the methods of treatment that have been found most effectual in ameliorating the 
condition or curing the case. 

The American edition is neatly printed, and illustrated, making a creditable 
volume. We can very cordially recommend the work to American practitioners, 
whether beginners in the profession or advanced in the study of medicine. 

K. P. H. 


Art. XXXVI.— On Diseases of the Stomach, the Varieties of Dyspepsia , 
their Diagnosis and Treatment. By S. O. Habekshon, M.D. Bond., Senior 
Physician to, and late Lecturer on the Principles and Practice of Medicine at 
Guy’s Hospital, etc. Third edition. 12mo. pp. 324. Philadelphia: Lindsay 
& Blakiston, 1879. 

This volume is chiefly a running commentary on the varieties of dyspepsia, 
unencumbered by scientilic and pathological facts, such as impress their character¬ 
istic value on the author’s estimable work on Diseases of the Abdomen, noticed 
in the last issue of this Journal. It is written in diffuse language and is cut up 
into twenty distinct chapters. Sufficiently free from technical terms to be com¬ 
prehended by the intelligent invalid, there is much collateral disquisition on topics 
well understood by the average medical reader, and of questionable necessity in 
a monograph strictly intended for professional perusal. 

Not less than ten chapters are employed to describe as many varieties of dys¬ 
pepsia. These are preceded by six chapters on general subjects relating to dis¬ 
eases of the stomach and their treatment, and are followed by four on degenera¬ 
tion, ulceration, cancerous disease, and spasm of the stomach, respectively. 

Exception might well be taken to loose construction of sentences, numbers of 
which are so indistinct here and there, as to be incomprehensible or misleading. 
Thus, the term dysphagia indicates difficulty in swallowing, even when the action 
of the oesophagus is not impaired; the endermic or hypodermic method of medi¬ 
cation does not consists in local injections into the skin ; the hypodermic use of 
medicines “ for the production of general symptoms,” is vague; no indication is 
given of manner or method by which “in some cases an electro galvanic current 
will act as an effectual stimulant to the enfeebled muscles” when the healthy 
tone of the abdominal tract has been impaired by too free use of purgatives; 
and so on. These unsatisfactory expressions would not elicit special comment 
were it not that the author’s position is such that his readers have a right to expect 
circumspection in whatever he prepares for their study. 

As an expression of the results of long personal experience in both hospital 
and private practice, conveyed in agreeable, though not always perspicuous dic¬ 
tion, this contribution of Dr. Habershon has a special value of its own, and in so 
far is entitled to the favourable consideration of the practitioner, as is already tes¬ 
tified by a demand for a third edition. J. S. C. 
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